342                              WURTEMBERG.

Germany that contains privileged members, and also
the only one where members are elected by direct
universal suffrage,1 The Assembly must be summoned
to meet once in three years, but is, in fact, called
together every year. All laws, appropriations, and
taxes,2 and certain treaties, require its consent; and,
in accordance with historic traditions, which formerly
prevailed in all the German States, the public debt is
managed by officials chosen by the houses in joint
session and confirmed by the Bang, these officials being
under the direction of committees of the Assembly. In
order to prevent the houses from becoming too inde-
pendent, they are forbidden to hold any communica-
tions, either directly or through their committees, with
any state officials or other persons except the ministers;
and although they may interpellate the latter, they
cannot oblige them to answer. There is a standing
committee, elected by the houses in joint session, whose
duty consists in watching over constitutional rights,
directing the management of the public debt, and giv-
ing advice on financial matters when the Assembly is
not in session.

Local self-government in Wurtemberg is much less
developed than in Prussia, and is far more under state
tutelage.3

* That is the only one in any German State that has two chambers.

3 The House of Lords has no power to amend the budget passed by
the deputies. If it rejects this budget, the positive and negative votes in
both houses are counted, and the majority thus found is decisive.

s There is in Wurtemberg a system of administrative justice, and
there is a special court to decide constitutional controversies, part ol
whose members are appointed by the King, and part elected by the
chambers.